
 
 
October 14, 2017 

 

To:  All ATF Customers 

Re: Kobe Steel, Ltd. Improper Conduct Does Not Affect ATF, Inc. Customers 

As you may be aware, on October 8th 2017 Kobe Steel, Ltd. announced that it had discovered improper 

conduct in their aluminum and copper products business where inspection certificate data had been 

improperly rewritten allowing out of specification products to be shipped as in specification. 

Since this announcement, even though this did not initially involve any steel products, ATF has 

monitored this situation very closely along with our supply chain partner O&k American who processes 

Kobe Steel, Ltd. steel wire rods into finished cold heading quality steel wire for fastener manufacturing.  

ATF does not purchase any other Kobe Steel, Ltd. products from other supply chain partners. 

On October 13, 2017, Kobe Steel, Ltd. announced that it had found similar cases of improper conduct 

relating to the certification of their products that extended beyond their aluminum and copper 

products.  You may read the press releases from Kobe Steel, Ltd. at the links provided below. 

http://www.kobelco.co.jp/english/ 
http://www.kobelco.co.jp/english/releases/files/20171011e.pdf 
http://www.kobelco.co.jp/english/releases/files/20171013e.pdf 
 
On October 14, 2017, ATF received communication from O&k American that Kobe Steel Ltd. had 

guaranteed that there are no quality issues in the wire rods supplied to O&k American, therefore ATF is 

not impacted by the improper conduct reported by Kobe Steel, Ltd.  Page two of this letter contains an 

image of that communication between Kobe Steel, Ltd. and O&k American.  

We appreciate your patience and consideration throughout this event.  Should you have any further 

questions or concerns, please contact your ATF sales representative.   

Thank you for your business. 

Sincerely,  

 

Jason Schaible 

Director of Materials 

ATF, Inc. 
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